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A NEWSPECIES OF PELOCHELYSFROMZHEJIANG,

WITH SUBFOSSIL DESCRIPTION

Zhang Minghua

{Department of Natural History, Zhejiang Provincial Museum)

Abstract

Pelochelys taihuensis sp . nov

.

Syntypes: A complete skeleton and a stuffed specimen prepared with living

freshwater turtles obtained from Zhejiangj a skull and a left 4th. costal plate

of subfossil specimens collected from Luojiajiao Relics, Tongxiang County,

Zhejiang.

Diagnosis: This species is closely related to P , bibroni but differs by the

possession of, 1) interorbital space shorter than orbital diameter but longer

than antero - posterior diameter of postorbital archj 2) wings of the os squamo-

sum, and OS opisthoticum, extending posteriorly and parellellyj 3) carapace

very slightly domed, pitted and vermiculate ornamentations indistinct, and

marginal plates thinned and having smooth, ringsj 4) lateral end of nuchal

plate having no feathery wings and almost not covering over costal process of

1st pair of costal plates; 5) neural plates 7 or 8 with the eighth usually

absent; 6) costal plates eight pairs, with the eighth prominently reducedj 7)

xiphiplastron obliquely strip-shaped.


